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Doing Things 1n tﬂe 1600 Block

”— Some of the Merchants Who Are

O. W. Billings,

A, G. Schaller,

John W. Jones.
i The first to open n store wus Fahne-
BLBBK WAS steek & lLewis. This firm conducted
an establishment where the Léo \A“__:
hoes hospital now stands Later

rar st
p ﬂ lTY (*. A. Fahnestock purchased the inter-
‘l u ests of his partner and conducted the
#tore alone. In the early 60's Charles
w H HBenger purchased the store.

i Paid $300 Year Rent
. About 1563 Mr. Beunser removed his
S the corner of Illincis and

store to

Built Up Almost Sohdl,’f With | Eacle gireets, where the Thomas Drug |

Brick Stores in Ec’l.l‘l}' .-s-r:;;- anv Is now :urau-«i. iT!u- 'r-u:'nl!::\.::
’ = had previously been used as a grain
Part of the "60s. | warchouse and was a very desirnhle

| location as in the early days the -
ers all drove into Market square, and
naturally the portion of the trade
then was that tillers of the soll
Lhe

GOT BENEFIT FIRST BOOM

big

of the

Many Well Known Pioneer Business Mr. Henser signed a lease for _
i bullding for three years, jaying a rent
Ceoncerns Had Quarters on | of but $300 per annum.
Oid lllincis Street. Jochn Bengston, who was then in
—— Mr. Benser's employ, urged his em
| ployer to sign a 10-yveudr lease, claimiag
When Roc l=sland was A mMerd that at the end of the three years the
lage, before It a 18 Rock 15 rent would be increased, probably
nd. in fact, the place re 1 0 | doubled The prediction came true, |
block pow sta | busipess | #0d at the expiration of the lease the |
~ . : srall owners increased the reant
center of the piace. As Is gemerally | oo, 04 A. Speldel, who bad been

irg was the first | . ated in the Buford bhlock, where the

removed to

an H Best bullding now stands,
on the bank of Sylvan slough the present store ef A. J. Riess, in the
foot of Twenty-ninth street Later | 10,
Stephenson was lald farther we The best hotel in the old days was
azd the 1600 block was the center the Rock Island house, situated in a|
this for a nun f AfIEr e | wooden building where the present|
o inder hostelry bearing that name is now lo-
‘ the pres-| ~ated The hote]l then occupled the
ir 4 T'-:"I' western half of the structure, and the
& act A row of | |, Simon & Co., later Simon & Mosen
o1 de of what | felder, clothing merchants, occupled
eLTe wiich !8|1he eastern half |
¢ ! the 7‘{ The hotel was owned and conducted
t f f -“"_ O-! by Stephen Woodin, and many of the
L r the inown as Eagle | glder residents can still remember the
siTe cld frume house Isagac Negus, father
Whet ! Island railroad en-| or Wiillam 0. Negus, present owner
tered mpetus 107 | of the Rock Island bhouse, purchased
a boom was st 1 and s business  the old frame hotel and in the early
bouses of brick builly on both ! 7g's erected the present brick struc-
gides of the 1800 block, | ture, !
s far back as the eariy 60's Coat Made Here Preserved.
the exception of the Ro - Isaac Helnsfurter conducted a cloth-
“:'d_ ¢ .o.' I ::_‘F - "‘ _II . ing store where the candy kitchen now
3600 block kad hewn erected The old | “a2ds. Mr. Heinsturter gained a big
= S Y _u. _, | reputation for his place of business, as
ut--d““ true res « fornm Jdown anc he was not 0!‘;}. B rh)lh:&r bul a mer
more lasting ones were erected chant tallor as well. John Volk, the,

Store.

Big Dry Goods
) ai's 1 regest dry goods | an overcoat

which was made for him

In the 4 3o TR

store in the clinty fact the bigszest | by Mr. Helnsfurter.
within a radius of number of miles Willilam Kale was also an sarly busi-
in lllinols, was thay of Michell & Par- ness man in the city who occupled
pons. This store Is now occupled by | quarters in the 1600 block. He con-
Billings & Herzog | dueted a barber shop and later a sa-
East of this piace of isinfgs was | loon on the second floor of the builld-
the clothiopg stcre of Hamburger & | ing occupled by Mr. Helnsfurter. Mr.
Burgower Bamburger & Burgower Kale was the father of Henry Kale,
were the first ocepants of the store| who now couducts a buffet at the cor-

Bowlby Mu
had a mililnery

now leased by the

Jlock & Newherger sireet,

and dry goods store where the Hiil Schwelber & Reed wersa also early
Furniture company i# now located ' business men in the 1600 block. They
Mre Caroline K s, mother of E. B. |conducted a stove and hardware store |

on the south side of the sireet near
the street the center of the Llock.

Following the erection of the Rock

Kreis, was bead milliner
On the opposite

from Bllllngs & Herzog's was the Don

side of

& Eillo't Hardware store. Later EL |Island house the new business firins

Jlotr moved to the weat, and David | seeking quarters bullt up the 1700/

Ien purchased the interesta of his | block, but for yeurs the 1600 block con-

partne; tained the largest and most represenia
As now, two drug stores werg locat- | Uve business houses in the city

ed in the Liock In the early days. In Although practically sll of the bulld

fact, the oniy 'wo pharmackes of which | Ings now standing In the 1600 block

| contractor, still has in his possession |

C. H, March,

——— e e - ere——— L

Nos. Proprietors.
(| 1600—William M. Beal.....

1605—Wells Fargo & Co....

1] 1621—Herman C. Holtorf. ..
1622—J, P. Williamson.....

1624—The Argus..

1601—Byron E. Lukens....

|

! 1602—Illinois Theater.....
{| 1603—A . J, Wright........
|| 1604—Clarence H. March. . .
1606—F. D, Schmidt......
1607—A, J. RieS8. .« cv o sus
1608—Leo Victor. . . ......
1609—Samuel W. Bowlby. ..
1610—Louis G. Francis. ...
1611—Billings & Herzog. ...
1612—America Express Co..
1614—Abraham Aronson...
1615—Hill Furniture Co.....
1616—Thoams Simcox.....
1618—N. P, Tucker. :.....
1619—John W, Jones......
1620—John H, Paulsen.....

1623—Ed Simmons .......

Concerns in the 1600 Block

R I

1625—Rock Island House Co.. .
{| 1626—Kain & Reinhardt. ... .
1628—Buehler Bros.. .........Meat Market.
1630—Thomas Drug Co.......

C. A. Williamson. J. H. Paulsen. H, J. Kain.
= e =
ed to 1609 Second avenue, where the [company. The stock held by . Mr.
Eberle was purchased by the Des

Businesses.
. Tailor.
.Buffet.
. Playhouse.
.Restaurant.
. Cigars.
. Express.
. . . Buffet.
.Drugs. i

. » - Music House.

. Candy Kitchen.

. . . Women's Wearing Apparel
. . . Bxpress,

. Palace Dye Works,
.Household Furnishings.

. Buffet,

. Printing,

.Cut Rate Loans.

.New and 2nd Hand Goods.
.Barber.

.New and 2nd Hand Goods.
.New and 2nd Hand Goods.
. Daily Newspaper.

.Hotel, Cafe and Buffet.

. . Bijou Pool Room.

..
..
.-
..
..
..
..

- =

.Drugs.

terial which has proven durable.
The bulldings have all been remod-

ejed several times and new fronts
have been Installed. Second avenue
was paved In 18895, being the first

| street in the city to be so improved,

' TUCKER THE PRINTER.

One of the busiest piaces in the 1600
block the Year
Tucker,
Second avenue.
prietor.

Before looating in Rock Island Mr.
' Tucker was a traveling salesman for
a large type firm, but homea life appeal-
Ing him more than on the road, he lo-
inated in this city and opened a print

shop on Third avenue, between Seven-
| teenth and Eighteenth streets,
|  After making another change In lo-
cation he removed to his present stand
! in 1904,

He occuples two floors, and does gen-
| eral job printing. The largest portion

200 pages. He clalms to have the best
equipped shop In the elly, and has on
display for the benefit of prospective
| customers samples of the work he has

’:"--t they were constructed e_r ;1 nm_l_ BdWLBY MUSIC HOUSE.

For the past 37 years the Bowlby
Musie house has stood for quality in
musical instruments. Today the Bowl-

| by Music house is located at 1609 Sec-

‘round ls the plant of!of (nterest
the Printer, located at 1618 |ing salesman for the W. H. Kimball
N. P. Tucker is pro-|Piano company.

ond avenue, where that quality drays
forth customers seeking that which
will bring them the best in music.
The story of the late David LeRoy
Bowlby who founded this house, is one
Years ago he was travel-

He travaled in the

|territory in which Rock Island was lo-

cated.

Desiring to give up the life of the
road, and meake a more permanent
home, where he could spend all of his
time, he resigned the avocation of
commercial traveler and under the
Harper house in 1877 established the
Bowlby Musle housa

With a keen knowledge of all musi-
cal instruments, the likes and dislikes
of the buying publie, he bullt up for
himself a patronage that continued to

sic house, , ner of Second avenue and Seventh | of the material he produces 1s book|
| work, getting out booklets from 20 to|

grow and which is stlll expanding each
year. The public soon learned of his
knowledge of the stock he had for
sile, and they conferred with him be
fore buying. They heeded hig advice,
and as he never misrepresented any
article in his store they placed Ereat

| doae since he hasg been In Hock Is-|faith in him and with this confidence

! land,

AMERICAN EXPRESS (0.

| The oMcee of the American Express (came too small

came more patronage,

It was not then strange that the
quurters under the Harper house be-
In two years he re

company I8 located at 1612 Second ave- |moved to 1726 Second avenue, where

M. J. Jones Is the agent

local office handles express packages  the

over the Northwes!ern raliroad via

Bock lsiand boasted were lu this block. | were erected over half a century ugo, | Davenport.

L —

The  he had lurger floor space.

J

This was In
Robinson bullding, and for ten
years he remained thers, but again he
found the store too small, 8o he remov-

business is still conducted.

In 1905 Mr. Bowlby died, and his
son, Sam W. Bowlhy, the present own.
er, who had been reared into the bus-

Moines men.
Successful in every respect, the Hill

Furniture company grew until its

|iness, receiving the benefit of his fa-
ther's instructlon, and a practical ex-
! perience, became the proprietor of the
music house.

quaters on Third avenue became to
small and the need for a newer and
better location impresged itself on the
stockholders. Last August the com-
pany decided to remove to 1615-1617

.Shoe Hospital. Il

| He continued in the polley establish-
ed by his father. The house contains | Second avenue, where the store is now

|a fine line of pianos, organs, and allllocated.

lother musleal instruments. Sheet mu-| Before entering the new home the
sie, both popular and classic, and mus- | company had the store entirely remod-
ical instruction books are kept Inlleled and redecorated and new fixtures
Istock. A large line of the latter is one | were insialled, so that it is now one
|of the features of the merchandise and iof the handsomest salesrooms in the
the proprietor makes a speclalty in |ecity. The change the stockholders
handling the books meant for teach ffound an excellent one and each month
ing.

The Kimball instruments are sold at !latiﬂn.

the store. While other makes are al-| The company is incorporated with a
so kept in stock the Kimball are the |capital stock of $12,000 and household
leaders in the sales. | furnishings of the very latest design
The floors are used in the display of |are kept in stock. -Three floors, main,
the instruments. Three salesmen, a |basement and second story, are used
bookkeeper and a piano tuner, John |88 display rooms and owing to the
Flanigan, are in the employ of theflnruo floor space an excellent oppor-
firm. Mr. Flanigan became connected |tunily for a variety of stock to please

with the firm 27 years ago, and with |all is offered.
the exception of four years during| The store has adopted the policy of

that time, has been a constant work- & Square deal and the customers can
man for the concern. | visit' the place, inspect the stock and

{know that what is offered is of the
BEAL TAILORING CO. jbes: for the price asked.
The name “Beal” has become a house-
hold word among the good dressers of | PALACE DYE WORKS.
the city. For nine years Willlam M.| The Palace Dye works at 1514 Sec-
Beal has been in the tailoring business | ond avenue is the working headquar-
it No, 1600 in the 1600 block. He rep ] g~
resents Ed V. Price & Co. of Chicago, .| ters of .{L.blrlnﬁ of branch 8genc|enhin
a universally known establishment. | man}' cities in Illinols, Iowa, and Wis-
Beal makes a speclalty of a $25 eonsin.
tailor made suit. He attempis to have| Abraham Aronson. propriecor of the
his clothes just a little better for the! works, has had 17 years experience
money than it is possible to purchase|in the cleaning and dyeing business
elsewhere. He makes it an invariable | and employes a dozen people at the
rule not to allow a customer leave his| headquarters here.
place of business unsatisfied. Tbﬂcnrvf Until about a year ago the maln
he takes in giving every patron tnvi working plant was located in Chicago,
full value of his money, and his hon-| However. as all of the cleaning and
esty and falr dealing, are important|dyeing was sent to the headquarters.
factors in the success which he has|; place more centrally located, where
attalned. better and quicker express service
Mr. Beal was ome of the original coud ba secured, was sought by the
boosters of the 1600 Block Business!owner. and e finally decided to lccate
Men's assoclation, He early saw the|in Rock Island.
possibilitieg that would arise through The Palace Dye works has a reputa-
a concerted, definite and aggressive tion for the quality of the work turned
effort for commercial advancement. | gyt Particularly expert in the con-
Ha was made secretary of the asso- cern in the cleaning or dyeing of the
clatlon and has proven a real lve wire. | more dellcate textures. Ladies’ wear-
He not only boosts bls own business,|(ng appare) as wel: as men's is attend-
:]ut.:u tl;:! ‘in!ere‘sits ;ﬂ the whole 1600 ng 1, and bhesides cleaning and dye-
h:: P:atvnn&:'l:ﬁclnﬁ‘l.t-p:\'at:autbtlll:: t‘:om: o LNRe N taAgs WitR-ptg ey
3 B 8 [dt‘pnrlmm}l has been galned.

and most permanent results in the e S e R
LODGING ROOMS KEPT.

commercial world are obtained through
The 1800 block also possesses axcel-

the business grew even beyond expec-

the constant use of progressive and
honorable business methods,

lent rooming mMmeilities, The Schmidt

HILL FURNITURE OOMPANY. | [0\ 1013% Second avenue, ¥red
g " { Schmidt, proprietor, the St. Johns

The Hill Furniture company, e | house, 162814 Second avenus, Tom

py¥ing one of the largest stores in the ! ..
1600 block, was established In Rock ' Keanedy proprietor, and Joha Forner’s

Island in 1910 | rooms at 18223, a!l furnish excellent

Jacob Hill, now man-| lodxi
ager and secrctary-treasurer of the| o 5 At reasonable prices.

company, and G. Eberle instituted the ! v
business four years ago at 1816 Third | WE‘EI‘.‘!‘!MI"{%E!? ‘%ﬁpﬁhsf“gg‘
AVEnUe. . P

. F Expre.
For elght months It was conducted ‘;:‘;t:*wz:lldn:a:’;;ompan? Is Jocated at
under the firm pame of Hill & Eberle hias bee.n matu.;::- h:r‘ t;eﬂlti:ktln:on
$ ve

!and tien the Hill Furniture compsuy years. The company operst -
’ L ’ A es on the

|was Incorporated, the stock holders | b
| | Chice - ' - .

belng Mr. Hil and the S. Davidson | o348 "::"‘;i::‘:ﬁ' l& St. Paul rail-
Bros., who eoperate a large furniture o e sland Southern in-
store In Des Molnes, lowa. J, David-| -

((:u_:it:lhuud on Page 14.)

son of Des Moines, ie president of the |

LEADING IN CITY

Illinois Theater Excelled by Few
in Towns Size of Rock
Island.

BUILT DOZEN YEARS AGO

In Seating Capacity, Stage Accommo
dations and General Facili-

ties it Ranks High. ]

In the Illinois theatre, located st
1602 Second avenue, Rock Island has
a playhouse that compares favorably
with that of any other city of its class
in the west. For artistic finish, ar

rangement and capacity,
matter of seats and stage rooms, i
is not excelled anywhere outside of
the citfes of first magnitude.

The theatre was erected in 1801 by
George H. Johnston, of St. Louls, oft
the advance seat sale plan, which has
the advantage of adding to the publie
interest in its care and managemest
through a feeling of personal po
prietorship engendered.

The close of the advance seat sall
was effected early in 1901 after a can
vass had been conducted by the Rock
Island club, assisted by the Retal
Merchants’ assoclation. .

The terms of Mr. Johnston called
for a sale of seats for the opening play
(@&t $10 each, amounting in the aggre
gate to $10,000, upon which he agreed
to erect a $50,000 plarhouse.

As soon as the sale was finished the
erection of the theatre was begun and
carried rapidly on, the opening piay
being given December 26, 1901, On
that occasion every seat in the houseé
'was taken and sociecy was oOw. in

forece.
Stage is Roomy.

Seéldom has such an audience gath:
ered beneath the roof of any -piar
‘house, and few new bulldings whes
| irst thrown open to the public heve
ever elicited more favorable comment
(from all beholders. The seating &
pacity of the house is 1400 including
the galleries, and the stage affords sal
,I ficient room for the handling of the
| mogt elaborate scenic productiogs.
| Acoustic properties are as ncarl¥
Iperfect as the sctence of the architect
|and the builder could make thenw
Public appreciation of the iheatre

Ihm'. been amply shown by the artand-
ance that has grected every creds
|table production that has appesred

within Itz walls since Its erection.

Willlam J. Klink is present manager
of the thealre and during the seasoR
just passed offered to Rock [sland peo
ple a variety of the latest plays. OP
eras, dramas, musical comedies, high
olass burlesque, and moving plctufes
ware shown at the house.

The first manager was Archle CoX
and the others who acted In that o8
pacity prior to Mr. Klinck were Georse
Gorman apd R H. Taylor

From the beginning the Illinols had
been under lease as one of the Chase
berlain-Kindt chaln of theatres.

both in the |
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